NMSA ANNUAL MEETING
Meeting Minutes
WEFTEC, Chicago Il
Room S104b, McCormick Place South Building - Level 1
October 4, 2017
10:00 am to Noon
I.

Welcome and Introductions (Taylor) (10:05am)
Introductions were made around the room. See attached sign-in sheet for attendance.

II.

WEF Stormwater Institute (SWI) Update (French) (10:15am)
a. Four MS4 communities are part of SWI
b. Total of 37 members for the SWI
i. Manufacturers
ii. Public sector
iii. Researchers/academics
iv. NGOs
c. NGICP overview (108 total certified professionals to date, 15 partners, opening up the
program to the public in 2018)
d. Overview of partnership with American Rivers focusing on Great Lakes market-based
approaches focused on Grand Rapids, MI with finalization targeted for early 2018
e. STEPP overview

III.

WEF Stormwater Committee Update (Harris) (10:25am)
a. Now up to 130 members
b. Five total subcommittee areas
i. Technical Excellence
1. Focused on webinars over the last year
2. Looking for suggestions on topics
3. Updating a document from 1997 focused on modeling/models used
stormwater sector
ii. Innovation
1. WERF LIFT engagement
2. Innovation and technology workshop is going to submitted for 2018
(due early Nov)
iii. Policy
1. Have commented on some rules, some of which coincided with NMSA
efforts, which was shepherded by Randy Neprash

2. Will likely focus on WOTUS in the future
iv. Public Communication and Outreach
1. StormTV support
2. Work w SWI to put together packages on educating elected officials on
stormwater investments
v. Collaboration
1. Working with other WEF Committees
2. Working with other organizations
c. Having quarterly calls with committee members
d. Wes Syndor is the incoming chair of the Committee
e. Looking for policy, technical excellence, collaboration vice chairs
IV.

MS4 Survey (Taylor/French) (10:30am)
a. Overview of MS4 survey (See attached overview handout)
i. Need more info from the sector on barriers to progress
ii. O&M and asset management info is need, for example
iii. Overall goal is to collect info and then use this information to inform how to
best address needs in the sector
iv. Ideally this would be revisited in the future to enable a trend analysis
v. Finish by April 2018
vi. Two deliverables
1. Executive-level summary for broad distribution
2. More detailed report for SWI members and others avail for fee
vii. Corona Environmental is leading this effort
viii. Want to focus on providing a scientifically-credible product, and looking to get
participation from 1,000 or more MS4s directly in the survey
ix. Started to contact a number of states to develop a survey contact list
x. Working closely with NMSA on this effort to ensure maximum contact with MS4
programs
xi. There is a “work team” that is leading this project on behalf of WEF
xii. Question on timing of survey
1. First quarter of 2018 will be window for survey
2. Window for response will be 6-8 weeks
xiii. Question on how questionnaire will be developed (level of detail)
1. Hope to get fairly detailed information, but survey questions have not
been formulated yet.
2. Want to avoid “leading” questions to avoid biases
3. Questionnaire will be part of the detailed report at the end of the
project
xiv. Will questions be made available for input/review?
1. WEF and the Work Team will review this question

V.

USEPA update (Kloss) (11:10am)

a. EPA report-out
i. Financial Clearing house
1. Located at https://www.epa.gov/waterfinancecenter
2. Two parts
a. Funding sources
b. Resources, inputs
3. Includes a mapping feature
4. Information has to be specifically relevant to financing and resources
included have to be free
5. Can tailor searches through various filters and can export search to a
spreadsheet file, etc.
6. Free to use the website
7. Can interact with it:
a. Option to be a “general” user option to receive updates and
new resources to be tailored by topic
b. Option to be a “contributor” to be a partner who routinely
publish info on water financing topics, so this info can be
distributed widely using the Clearinghouse
8. Topics include SRF info and other funding programs
9. Planning to add some features in the future
a. Stormwater financing info and resources
b. Other topics, water loss, decentralized infrastructure, resiliency
c. Analytics, such as SRF and other info
10. Looking for feedback from users on how to improve in the future
b. Long-term Planning
i. Have started piloting these in five communities ($750K committed to this)
1. Rochester, NH
2. Burlington, IA
3. Chester, PA
4. Hattiesburg, MI
5. Santa Fe, NM
ii. Trying to unpack the problem of doing retrofits and focus on investment in longterm
iii. Findings to date
1. Interest in asset management planning as is done in other infrastructure
sectors
iv. Interested in input on the long-term planning document over time, so please
provide info after visiting the site
c. Focus on public outreach as an initiative
d. Question on MS4 Remand Rule – can you describe what you’ve heard and seen so far in
terms of movement and support that EPA can provide to state regulators?
i. There have been some questions from some, but some states are already
consistent with remand requirements

ii. States can write a specific general permit or a “two-step” permit with a more
limited general permit with public engagement gained at the local level and
documented this way
iii. Working with the regions on how this can be rolled out and engaged with the
states via an ongoing dialogue
iv. NMSA can provide feedback from members to EPA, which would be helpful
e. Question on sources of funding that are not well-known
i. This info is listed in the clearinghouse website
ii. Follow up question/comment on the large amount of wastewater/drinking
water info
1. Can filter out to identify gaps in resources and provide feedback to EPA
at the clearinghouse
f. Does EPA have liaison at regional level and can NMSA play a role?
i. EPA previously hosted Regional calls, which have been reduced in frequency,
Chis Kloss to discuss increasing the frequency of these calls
ii. NMSA can assist by providing information from NMSA/EPA meetings to its
members
g. Open discussion
VI.

Report Out: Activities from Year, Activities for 2017 (Neprash) (11:20am)
a. New members
i. Nebraska, Louisiana, Arizona
ii. Affiliate member – Best, Best and Krieger
b. Revenues to date reported
c. Expanded the website (www.nationalstormwateralliance.org)
d. Collecting foundational documents from other state organization to help other states to
form and will post on the NMSA website
e. Coordinating with WEF staff and EPA staff and other organizations (NACWA, NACO,
NAHB) has been a focus – Water Week event in D.C. provided this opportunity
f. Participated in rulemaking opportunities via comment letters

VII.

NMSA Planned Activities for 2018 (Taylor/Neprash/Brown) (11:40am)
a. National Public Education Campaign (Taylor)
i. Working on state-wide campaigns and helping members on this effort – can
provide a template and progress organically from regions to states to a national
program
1. Iowa and Massachusetts are currently moving forward with statewide
public education programs
b. MS4 database (Taylor/Brown)
i. Assemble a working database that is interactive (map-driven, etc.) to access the
MS4 permit and permit lead responsible party
ii. Questions on SWMP, whether it will be available in the database

1. Not sure on SWMP – but hopefully so, perhaps in a later version of the
website
2. Not sure on freely available yet – it’s public info, but not clear yet
a. The challenge is what question to ask and how to organize the
data
iii. Question on the amount of info collected
1. Not sure yet and will collect input on this to know what folks want to
know
iv. Comment on the purpose – what info is most needed and helpful
v. How does EPA see this?
1. It is helpful for EPA, as many people think they have this information,
but they don’t in many/most instances
2. EPA can share thoughts on what they have and what they think would
be helpful in terms of data to collect – because it’s existing and public
information, it’s okay for us to do this without worrying about ICR
impacts/limitations
vi. What about MS4 jurisdictional boundary?
1. EPA response – that varies at the state and local level
vii. Thoughts about long-term management/maintenance?
1. Not clear, but perhaps the states can maintain the information once the
info is collected – distributed maintenance is the most sustainable
option
2. Maintenance of the data will be very important
viii. Ask NMSA members for initial data to populate the database.
c. Tax Credits for Stormwater Infrastructure (Brown)
i. NMSA was involved in Willamette Partnership event – P3 and alternative
finance
d. Source Control (Taylor)
i. Focus on this area, generally – nothing specifically set up currently
ii. Example pollutants that lend themselves to source control include metals and
brake pads, pesticides, trash, zinc, PAH’s, etc.
iii. Looking at impacts w TSCA, etc., which was recently amended
iv. Extended producer responsibility as a concept in stormwater
v. Will include information on the website when it is available.
e. NMSA Website (Taylor)
i. New and expanded
ii. Blogs
iii. Projects
iv. Comment letters
v. Online membership dues
vi. Will be adding other features
f. Other (All)

i. NAHB report overview by Eva Birk – www.nahb.org/stormwater report can be
found here. Report is a national compendium of post-construction BMP
requirements for new and redevelopment.
1. Five Top Concerns
a. Maintenance requirements
b. Flood management requirements along w water quality
c. Green Infrastructure requirements
d. Off-site compliance programs
e. Incentives and market-based
2. Feedback from NMSA member that this dialogue is great to have
between regulated sector and the developers
VIII.

Member’s Report-out (Members) (11:50am)
a. BB&K overview – national law firm specializing in MS4 assistance and CWA litigation.
b. CASQA
i. Evolution of MS4 permits workshop engagement in November for EPA Region
IX.
ii. Had over 1,100 at recent CASQSA Annual conference
iii. CASQA working with a state-specific clearinghouse that can be tied to EPA
1. Focusing on multiple benefits and funding streams
iv. Doing a webcast on GI O&M in Nov/Dec due to interest on this right now
v. Supporting the NGICP
c. VA – No report
d. Indiana
i. State has put more aggressive construction permit language out as it is being
developed
ii. Video series on construction of BMPs – four this year, four next year
iii. MS4 permit (phase II) to be revised next year
e. MN
i. Multiple MN state agencies are currently reviewing issues related to water
reuse
1. Dept. of Public Health may effectively kill the practice of using water
from constructed stormwater ponds for landscape irrigation
ii. Working on PAHs in stormwater ponds
1. $1-$5B problem
2. WEFTEC session on this is occurring this afternoon
iii. Expanded urban stormwater research
1. State-level funding
2. Identifying research needs currently
3. Looking for good technology transfer process to make the information
actionable

IX.

Membership and Treasurer’s Report (Brown/Stark)(11:55am)
This report was deferred due to lack of time.

X.

Open Discussion (All)(noon)
This item was deferred due to lack of time.
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Water Infrastructure and Resiliency Finance Center
The Water Finance Center is an information and assistance center, helping
communities make informed decisions for drinking water, wastewater, and
stormwater infrastructure to protect human health and the environment.
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WATER
FINANCE
CLEARINGHOUSE
Meeting the Needs of Key Stakeholders
The Water Finance Clearinghouse is an easily
navigable web-based portal that helps communities
locate information and resources that will assist
them in making informed decisions for their
drinking water, wastewater, and stormwater
infrastructure needs.

CONTENT

WATER FINANCE
RESOURCES

WATER FUNDING
SOURCES

Reports, websites, trainings,
and other types of
information about water
infrastructure financing.

Current federal, state, local,
private, or other sources of
funding for water
infrastructure projects.

CONTENT
Essential Resources and Information in the Clearinghouse
RESOURCES

FUNDING SOURCES

• Reports

• Outreach

• Webinars

• Presentations

• Case Studies

• Events

• Federal funding – grants and loan
programs that support water
infrastructure project development and
construction

• Videos

• Feasibility Studies

• Regional funding opportunities

• Websites

• Resource Lists

• State funding – grant and loan programs

• Trainings

• Tools

• Foundation opportunities

• Guides

• Other

• NGO

QUALITY
OVER

QUANTITY

FOCUS ON WATER FINANCE
All resources should have a strong emphasis on financing,
funding, capacity development etc.

EASY TO LOCATE INFORMATION
Will NOT accept reports or guides that contain only a
short section on funding.

FREE OF CHARGE
No resources in the Water Finance Clearinghouse should
require users to pay for access.

SOLICIT FEEDBACK
Solicit feedback on Clearinghouse content and functionality through meetings, events,
webinars etc.

RECRUIT CONTRIBUTORS
BETA TESTING

Teach funding agencies and key stakeholders (technical assistance providers, NGOs,
foundations etc.) how to become Clearinghouse Contributors.

VERIFY CONTENT
April

2017

June

2017

Stakeholders

Encourage Clearinghouse Contributors to edit and/or verify content is accurate and
complete before public launch.

23

10

3

Meetings

Webinars

Events

BETA TESTING FEEDBACK

POSITIVE
FEEDBACK
Overwhelming and
exclusively positive
feedback – meeting the
needs of the sector.

FILTER EDITS & EXPANDED USER
ADDITIONS
FEATURES

CONTRIBUTOR
FEATURES

Suggestions to add or
edit filter options –
decentralized filters,
drinking water, funding
scope, etc.

Add an option to print
draft suggestions prior to
submitting for review.

Requests to expand
“favoriting” feature to
general users
& develop notification
system for new content.

WATER FINANCE CLEARINGHOUSE
• 2 Databases in 1
•
•

Funds
Resources

• Can search multiple
ways:
•

Resources Icon/Tab

•

Funds Icon/Tab

•

Map Search

•

Global Search – searches
both databases using key
word/s

•

Quick Searches (applies
filters for user)

MAP SEARCH
Key Features:
• Users can click on any
state – will populate
search results for
resources tagged for that
state.

SEARCH RESOURCES
Key Features:
• Drop-down filters at the
top of the search results.
• Information Displayed:
• Clickable Resource
Title
• Author
• Brief Description
• Resource Type
• Year

RESOURCES: FILTER DROP-DOWN MENU
Users can apply
multiple filters by
clicking on the gray
tabs & selecting filters.

RESOURCES: FILTER DROP-DOWN MENU
Users can apply
multiple filters by
clicking on the gray
tabs & selecting filters.

Can remove individual
or all filters by clicking
on the “X”.

SEARCH FUNDS
Key Features:
• Drop-down filters at the
top of the search results.
• Information Displayed:
• Clickable Funding Option
• Source
• Description
• How to Apply
• Current Funding Level
• Contact Information

KEY CLEARINGHOUSE FEATURES
Key Features:
• Export search results at
any time to an excel file
– includes hyperlink.
• Search within search
results.
• Reorganize search
results by clicking on
column header.
• Remove columns of
information for
customizable display.

GENERAL USER ACCOUNT
Create a “General User”
Account:
• Click on “Create Account”
and select “General”
• Type in your email address
and click “Submit”
• General Users can:
•

Favorite resources and
funding sources for quick
access at any time

•

Subscribe to receive email
updates for new
additions/edits to specific
filters options.

GENERAL USER - MY ITEMS
When logged-in as a
General User, in the “My
Items” tab you can:
• View
•

Favorite Resources.

•

Favorite Funding Sources.

• You can “favorite” items by
clicking on the STAR icon on
the left-side of each
Clearinghouse entry.
• Un-favorite by deselecting
STAR icon

GENERAL USER - MY SUBSCRIPTIONS
Under “My Subscriptions”
in the “My Items” tab,
General Users can:
• Track and manage email
subscriptions.
• You can select filter
options for email
notifications.
• You can set email
frequency.

GENERAL USER FEEDBACK
 Users can provide general feedback – report a broken link, desired content, etc.
 Users can suggest new resources and funding sources be added to the Clearinghouse.

MAINTENANCE

2-Pronged Approach
EPA Staff
Annually/Bi-annually

Clearinghouse
Contributors
Desired Contributors:
Individuals who represent
entities that routinely
publish or produce water
finance-specific resources
and/or those that
manage water funding
sources.

Suggest edits to existing content in the
Clearinghouse.
Suggest additions of new resources
and/or funding sources.
Suggest removal of resources and/or
funding sources.

BECOMING A CLEARINGHOUSE CONTRIBUTOR
1
Click on “Create
Account” at the top
right of screen
2

 Click on Create Account.

Select “Contributor”
Account Option
3
Complete the
“Request Access”
form and submit

 Section “Contributor” under
Account Option.
 Fill out Request Form.
 Once Approved – an email will
provide a temporary password
for access.
 Contributor Incentives:
 Ownership of content
 Access to analytics

CONTRIBUTOR PORTAL
Within the Contributor
Portal, users can:
• Search Clearinghouse
databases.
• Edit/Add/Delete Content.
• Favorite resources and
funding source for quick
look-up later.
• Track suggestions.
• Manage notifications and
subscription updates.

EDIT or DELETE CONTENT
Locate Resource or Funding
Source
• EDIT
•

Click on the PENCIL icon next
to title.

•

Explain why edit is being
made.

•

All fields can be edited.

•

Filter options can be applied
or removed.

• DELETE
•

Click on the TRASH CAN icon
and explain why entry should
be removed.

ADDING NEW CONTENT
Click on + Resource or
Funding Source
• Complete all blank fields.
• Apply appropriate filters.
• Can save draft for later.
• Print (save to PDF) to
share with colleagues.
• When ready – click
“Submit for Review.”
• Follow suggestion status
in “My Items” tab.

CONTENT MANAGEMENT FEATURES
When adding or editing
existing Clearinghouse
content, Contributors can:
• Set a “sunset” or
automatic take down
date for when a
resource or funding
source is automatically
removed from the site.
• Schedule a reminder
date per entry – manage
content on Contributor’s
timeline, not EPA’s.

MY ITEMS
In the “My Items” tab
Contributors can:
• Track and manage
suggestions.
• Favorite Resources.
• Favorite Funding
Sources.
• Track and manage
scheduled reminders.
• Manage Subscriptions.

MY REMINDERS
Under “My Reminders” in
the “My Items” tab,
Contributors can:
• Track and manage
reminders.
• By clicking on the clock
icon, Contributors can
edit or delete reminder.

TRANSFER ACCOUNTS
• There is an option to
transfer or merge
accounts to help
Contributor
organizations manage
Clearinghouse content
over time.
• Record of suggestions is
preserved.
• Favorited items
maintained.
• Reminders and
Subscriptions
transferred.

LOOKING
FORWARD
The Water Finance
Clearinghouse will be
maintained and content
expanded over time.

LEARNING MODULES
The Water Finance Center is developing step-by-step
guides on specific water finance topics: Water loss
financing, disaster recovery & resiliency financing, State
Revolving Funds 101, financing decentralized systems, etc.

W A T E R F I N A N CE D A T A
Incorporate data and analytics of water infrastructure
investments made in the United States – through SRFs,
other federal programs, and the market (muni bonds).
May include water infrastructure needs data.

CLEARINGHOUSE 2.0
Soliciting recommendations and ideas for how to make
the Clearinghouse even better for key stakeholders. What
would you like to see?
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Register
https://goo.gl/Brn2j5

CONTACT
Visit the Site
www.epa.gov/wfc

EPA Clearinghouse Contact

Kristyn Abhold
Abhold.Kristyn@epa.gov
Phone

202.566.2730

